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• Public Health care is very strong in 
most of the countries, compared to 
private.  

• Environmental issues not a priority 
within health care institutions and in 
most cases is not even an interest.  
Some face real lack of basic health 
care supplies.



• Health Care Without Harm approached health 
services to show part of those scarce resources 
were being wasted in practices that would pollute 
the environment and cause new health problems.

• Mercury is and has been a “door opener” to start 
talking about sustainability with health care 
professionals and institutions.

• We expected to provide health care leadership to 
the global movement to reduce mercury 
pollution.

• Our efforts in Latin America started more actively 
in 2004/2005.



There’s little or no infraestructure for 
treatment/disposal/recycling of 
mercury wastes.

Thus health care contributes to 
polluting an already damaged 
environment and adds a health risk 
to already in risk populations.



• So Health Care Without Harm / Salud sin 
Daño has worked to eliminate this 
mercury pollution coming from health 
care.

• Sustitution of mercury at source has 
proven to be the best way to avoid the 
mercury waste management problems as 
well as any occupational risks coming from 
mercury spills.



Dr. Luis Somaruga

Chief of Neonatal Unit

Hospital Rivadavia

Buenos Aires



First Hospital to sign a mercury 
elimination pledge in 
Argentina.  

Expanded to other hospitals.



Ministry of Health of Buenos Aires 
City Government signed, in 
2006, a letter of intent to phase-
out mercury use in all 33 
hospitals and approx. 40 smaller 
health care centers run by the 
government.  Support from US 
EPA to implement it.





• Other hospitals followed that path.  HCWH’s 
campaign for mercury elimination in health care 
got the support of the Argentinean Association of 
Toxicologists and other members of the 
University.

• Over the 2 following years, there were already 
more than 60 hospitals eliminating mercury 
thermometers, and political support was growing 
having several draft Acts being discussed at local 
Congresses.



• In 2008, HCWH requested the Ministry of Health 
to act and phase-out mercury use in health care.  

• Health care professionals in HCWH network 
supported the initiative.

• February 2009: Ministry of Health issued a 
resolution calling upon all hospitals and health 
care centers in the country not to buy mercury 
thermometers and sphygmomanometers.



• February 2009: Ministry of Health of Argentina 
issued a resolution calling upon all hospitals and 
health care centers in the country not to buy 
mercury thermometers and 
sphygmomanometers.



• There are initiatives underway to eliminate 
mercury in health care in several Latin 
American and Caribbean countries:

Argentina, Mexico, Chile, Brazil, Costa 
Rica, Honduras, Guatemala, Uruguay, Ven
ezuela and Cuba.

Many of them lead by restless and 
committed men and women.



Countries with initiatives to replace 
mercury in the health care sector:



• Brazil:
• Efforts led by Dr. 

Cecilia Zavariz, an 
inspector from the 
Ministry of Labor, 
achieved replacement 
of mercury in over 
100 hospitals in Sao 
Paulo.  HCWH plans to 
expand trend to other 
states.



• Chile: 2 pilot hospitals in 2008 with US EPA 
support.  Jumped up to 8 hospitals eliminating 
mercury in a few months.  National Conference 
coming up in September.

• Mexico: 2 pilot hospitals in 2007.  Almost 20 
eliminating mercury in 2009.  Work is also 
focused in changing purchasing policies all over 
the country.

• Uruguay: 2 hospitals with no mercury 
thermometers, and in 2008, Minister of Health 
announced their intent to avoid mercury 
thermometers throughout the country.



• Costa Rica: 2 mercury free pilot hospitals 
supported by the US.  Government 
intends to expando to the whole health 
system.

• Honduras: 1 Pilot hospital in Tegucigalpa 
supported by US EPA.  Sustainability of 
the initiative is still an issue.  Depend a lot 
on foreign donations.  Very poor waste 
management infraestructure.



1)Hospitals voluntarily sign a mercury-free 
pledge;

2) Collect experience, identify obstacles 
locally relevant;

(trainings, develop tools, document 
experiences, analyse markets, etc.)

3)  Government policy.



• A positive side effect of mercury 
elimination in hospitals has been a 
longer relationship with the health 
care sector that is now not only 
cleaning their act with mercury but 
also they are starting to be more 
involved in promoting healthier 
environments inside and outside the 
hospitals as a means to have 
healthier people.



THANK YOU.


	�Latin America Initiatives to Eliminate Mercury in Health Care���Clean Med 2009�Chicago, USA�	�
	Slide Number 2
	Slide Number 3
	Slide Number 4
	Slide Number 5
	Slide Number 6
	Slide Number 7
	Slide Number 8
	Slide Number 9
	Slide Number 10
	Slide Number 11
	Slide Number 12
	Slide Number 13
	Slide Number 14
	Countries with initiatives to replace mercury in the health care sector:
	Slide Number 16
	Slide Number 17
	Slide Number 18
	Slide Number 19
	Slide Number 20
	Slide Number 21

